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All Rogues: Treatment of the Poor

Opening Prayer:

Praise be to you O God, the origin of the universe, by whose wisdom we are created and sustained.
Praise be to you O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whose love we are redeemed and
forgiven.

Praise be to you O God, the source of all holiness, by whose Spirit we are made whole and brought
to perfection.

Praise be to you O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen

Hymn Number 81 ‘In Singing the Faith’

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands voices,
Who a wondrous thing has, in whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way?
With countless gifts of love and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God through all our lives be near us;
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All Praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;
The Son and Him who reigns with them in highest heaven.
The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,

For thus it was, is now and shall be evermore

Prayer of Adoration, Praise and Thanksgiving:
Risen Lord, Saviour and Redeemer, we give thanks for your presence with us. For your unchanging
love which reconciles and sets us free to worship,

We praise and thank you, Lord.

For your faithful people of every age and culture, who through the power of your love, have
proclaimed and shared the good news of the gospel,
We praise and thank you, Lord.

For those who day by day build bridges in love, serve in humility and quietly share their faith without
counting the cost,
We praise and thank you, Lord.

Holy Spirit, guide, counsellor and friend, who leads us into all truth, for your love which recreates,
renews and changes us to be more Christ like,
We praise and thank you, Lord.

For the ways in which you’re Spirit enlightens our ignorance, and changes our ideas and thinking, and
challenges us to seek new opportunities for mission and service,
We praise and thank you, Lord. Amen



New Testament Reading: Luke 16:1-13 (Good News Version)

Jesus said to His disciples, “There was once a rich man who had a servant who managed his
property. The rich man was told that that the manager was wasting his master’'s money, so he called
in and said, ‘What is this | hear about you? Turn in a complete account of your handling of my
property, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’

The servant said to himself, ‘My master is going to dismiss me from my job. What shall | do? | am not
strong enough to dig ditches and | am ashamed to beg. Now | know what | will do! Then when my job
is gone, | shall have friends who will welcome into their homes. So he called in all the people who
were in debt to his master. He asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

‘One hundred barrels of olive oil'’ he answered. ‘Here is your account’ the manger told him; ‘sit down
and write and write fifty.’

Then he asked another one, ‘And how much do you owe?’ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,” he
answered. ‘Here is your account, the manager told him; ‘write eight hundred.’

As a result the master of this dishonest manager praised him for doing such a shrewd thing; because
the people of this world are much more shrewd in handling their affairs than people who belong to the
light.”

And Jesus went on the say, “And so | tell you: make friends for yourselves with worldly wealth, so
when it gives out, you will be welcomed into the eternal home. Whoever is faithful in small matters will
be faithful in large ones; whoever is dishonest in small matters will be dishonest in large ones. If then,
you have not been faithful in handling worldly wealth, how can you be trusted with true wealth? And if
you have been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you what belongs to you?
“No servant be a slave of two masters; he will hate one and love the other; he will be loyal to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Old Testament Reading: Amos 8:4-7

Listen to this, you that trample on the needy and try to destroy the poor of the country. You say to
yourselves, “We can hardly wait for the holy days to be over so we can sell our grain. When will the
Sabbath end so we can start selling again? Then we can overcharge use false measures and fix the
scales to cheat our customers. We can sell worthless wheat at a high price. We’'ll find a poor man
who can’t pay his debt, not even the price of a pair of sandals and we’ll buy him as a slave.”

The Lord, the God of Israel has sworn, “I will never forget their evil deeds.”

Sermon Part One:

Both our readings today are about caring for the poor and needy. But the first reading, from Luke’s
gospel, is puzzling to say the least! But the reading from Amos is less so. God is saying that He won'’t
put up with the Israel ignoring the poor.

This parable is difficult to interpret. Basically it is about as choice a set of rogues as one could meet
anywhere.

The steward was obviously a rogue. He was a slave but nonetheless was in charge of running his
master’s estate. In Palestine there were many absentee landlords: the master may be one of these,
but we are not sure. His business may well have taken him away so he had left the running of the
estate in the steward’s hands. The steward had followed a career of embezzlement.

The debtors were also rogues. No doubt what they owed was rent. Rent was often to a landlord, not
in money, but paid in kind. It was often agreed beforehand that a proportion of the produce would be
paid to the landlord as rent for the land.

Then the steward had a brilliant idea. He was about to lose his job. So, he would falsify his accounts
so that the debtors would pay less than they owed. This had two effects. First, the debtors would be



grateful to him; and second, and much more effective, he had involved in his own misdemeanours,
and if the worst came to worst, he was now in a strong position to exercise a little judicious blackmail!

And the master was himself a rogue, for instead of condemning the steward for his dishonesty he
actually praised him for using his intelligence to get himself out of a hole he had actually dug all by
himself.

So, Jesus told a parable where everyone was a rogue. Instead of using this problem to speak to the
people about how they should care for the poor and needy, He seems to be saying exactly the
opposite! All will be revealed in part two of this sermon.

Hymn Number 249 ‘In Singing the Faith’

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; Neighbours are rich folk and poor,

Show us how to serve the neighbours we neighbours are black folk and white,

have from you. neighbours are nearby and far away.
Jesu, Jesu ...

Kneels at the feet of his friends,

silently washes their feet, These are the ones we should serve;

master who acts as slave to them. these are the ones we should love.

Jesu, Jesu ... All these are neighbours to us and you.
Jesu, Jesu ...

Kneels at the feet of friends,

silently washes their feet,

this is the way we should live with you.
Jesu, Jesu ...

Sermon Part Two:
The difficulty of this parable is clearly seen from the fact that Luke attaches no fewer than four
different lessons to it.

1. In verse 8 the lesson is that the children of this world are wiser in their generation than children
of the light. That means that, if only Christians were as eager and ingenious in their attempt to
obtain goodness as those with more worldly concerns are in their attempt to attain money and
comfort, they would be much better people. If only people would give as much attention to the
things which concern their souls they do to the things which concern their business, they would
better human beings.

Over and over again, people will expend twenty times the amount of time and money and effort
on pleasure, on hobbies, gardening, or sport as they do on their church.

Our Christianity will begin to be real and effective only when we spend the time and effort on it
as we do on our worldly activities.

2. Inverse 9 the lesson is that material possessions should be used to cement friendships so that

the permanent value of a life is worth so much more. That could be done in two ways:

a) It could be done as it effects eternity.
The Rabbis had a saying, ‘The rich help the poor in this world, but the poor help the rich in
the world to come.’
Ambrose, writing in the fourth century and commenting on the rich fool who built bigger
barns to store his goods, said ‘The poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of children are
barns which will last forever.’



It was Jewish belief that charity given to poor people would stand to a person’s credit in the
world to come. True wealth would consist not in what in people kept, but in what they gave
away.

b) It could be done as it affects this world. Wealth can be used selfishly or to make things
easier, not only for ourselves, but for our friends and neighbours. Many a scholar is forever
grateful to a wealthy benefactor who gave or left money to found bursaries and
scholarships which made a university career possible! How many of us are grateful to a
better-off friend who has seen us through some time of need in the most practical way?
Possessions are not in themselves a sin, but they are a great responsibility, and those who
use them to help a friend have gone far to discharge that responsibility.

3. Inverses 10 and 11 the lesson is that the way of fulfilling a small task is the best proof of
fitness or unfitness to be entrusted with a bigger task. That it clearly true of earthly things. No
one will be advanced to a higher office until they have given proof of their honesty and ability in
a smaller position. But Jesus extends this principle to eternity. What Jesus is really saying is,
‘Upon earth you are in charge of things which are not really yours. You cannot take them with
you when you die. They are only lent to you. You are only a steward over them. They cannot
be permanently yours. On the other hand, in heaven you will get what is really and eternally
yours. And what you get in heaven depends on how you use the things of earth. What you will
be given as your very own depend on how you use the things of which you are only a steward.’

4. Verse 13 lays down the rule that a no slave can serve two masters. The master possessed the
slave and possessed him exclusively. Nowadays it is quite normal to do more than one job.
We can work in an office by day but work as a musician by night.

Many people augment their income or find a real interest in a spare time occupation. But a slave has
no spare time; every moment of his day, and every ounce of his energy belong to his master. So,
serving God can never be a part-time or a spare-time job. Once we choose to serve God every
moment of our time and every atom of our energy belongs to God. God is the most exclusive of
masters. We either belong to Him totally or not at all.

Prayers of confession:
Forgive us Father, that we have harboured suspicion and magnified hurts within our church. Amen
Yes Lord, so says my heart.
Forgive us Father, that we have been blinded by prejudice, careless in our conversation, quick to
anger and slow to forgive. Amen
Yes Lord, so says my heart.
Forgive us Father, as we forgive all those who have offended us. Amen
Yes Lord, so says my heart.
Forgive us Father, that we have squandered or money and haven'’t been caring for the poor and
needy. Amen
Yes lord, so says my heart.
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Hear then the words of grace:
“Your sins are forgiven.” Amen
Yes Lord, so says my heart. Amen



Prayers of Intercession:

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,

Light for the world to see.
We pray for all the people who are persecuted for the faith in you. We pray also of this church and
circuit and all the staff. We pray for the vision document that it might be led by you

Longing for peace, out world is troubled.

Longing hope, many despair.

Your word alone has the power to save us.

Make us you living voice.
We pray for the world. We pray all those who suffer, we remember the people of Gaza, the West
Bank and the Israelis, the Ukraine, and all the people who work for peace and we remember to pray
for the Russian people who have lost loved one in the fighting

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
Shared until all are fed.
We pray for all the hungry people in the world, all those who thirst or in need of medicines

Christ be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.
We pray for our own churches — all those who suffer because of ill health, grief, mental stress etc. We
pray for all that is planned in our churches this week Amen

Hymn Number 518 ‘Singing the Faith’

Father, hear the prayer we offer: Not forever by still waters

not for ease that prayer shall be; would we idly rest and stay;

But for strength that we may ever But would strike the living fountains
live our lives courageously. from the rocks along our way.

Not forever in green pastures Be our strength in hours of weakness,
do we ask our way to be; in our wanderings be our guide;

But the steep and rugged pathway Through endeavour, failure, danger,
we may tread rejoicingly. Father, be there at our side

Final prayer: said together:
| bow before the Father who made me.
| bow before the Son who saved me.
| bow before the Spirit who guides me.
In love and adoration, | give my lips, | give my heart, | give my mind, | give my strength.
| bow and adore you, Sacred three, ever One, the blessed Trinity. Amen



