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Theme: Persistence In Prayer

Call to worship:
| lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. PSALMS 121:1-2

Hymn: STF 82 — O Lord, my God, when | in awesome wonder
1 O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made;
| see the stars, | hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

2 When through the woods and forest glades | wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze:
Then sings my soul...

3 And when | think how God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, | scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burdens gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin:
Then sings my soul ...

4 When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation,

To take me home, what joy will fill my heart!

Then | will bow in humble adoration,

And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul ...

Hymn: STF 323 — | will sing the wondrous story

| will sing the wondrous story

Of the Christ who died for me.
How He left His home in glory

For the cross of Calvary.

| was lost, but Jesus found me,
Found the sheep that went astray,
Threw His loving arms around me,
Drew me back into His way.

2 | was bruised, but Jesus healed me;
Faint was | from many a fall;

Sight was gone, and fears possessed me,
But He freed me from them all.

Days of darkness still come o'er me,

Sorrow's paths | often tread,
But the Savior still is with me;
By His hand I'm safely led.

3 He will keep me till the river
Rolls its waters at my feet;
Then He'll bear me safely over,
Where the loved ones | shall meet.
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me,
Sing it with the saints in glory,
Gathered by the crystal sea.
Baptist Hymnal, 1991



Prayers: Adoration, Confession & Thanksgiving

We gather before you today, O God, eager to hear your Word and learn from it. You have given us
all the instruction we need to live in ways that please you, and we gather to worship you now.

God who is eternal love, whose Word speaks love to our hearts:

Christ who is love incarnate, whose gospel showed us a new way:

Holy Spirit, who opens the Scriptures to us, shedding light to aid our understanding: we adore you,
we worship and praise your holy name.

Merciful father, forgive us for the times we have been selfish, prideful, and disobedient. Forgive us
for the times we have doubted Your goodness and strayed from Your path. Wash us clean by the
precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Create in us a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within us.

Gracious Father, we thank You with all our hearts.

We thank You for the gift of life, for the breath in our lungs, and for the strength in our bodies. We
give You all the glory, honour, and praise, for You alone are worthy. Through Christ's name we
pray, Amen.

Hymn: STF 394 — Spirit of God, unseen as the wind

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, You spoke to us - long, long ago

gentle as is the dove: gave us the written word;

teach us the truth and help us believe, we read it still, needing its truth,

show us the Saviour's love! through it God's voice is heard.
Spirit of God, ...

Without your help we fail our Lord,
we cannot live his way;
we need your power, we need your strength,
following Christ each day.
Spirit of God ...

Reading: Luke 18:1-8 The Parable of the Persistent Widow

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give
up. 2He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people
thought.3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me
justice against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally, he said to himself, ‘Even though | don’t fear God or care
what people think,5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she gets justice, so
that she won'’t eventually come and attack me!™

6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.7And will not God bring about justice for
his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?8l tell you, he
will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith
on the earth?



Hymn: STF 528 — Pray, without ceasing, pray
Pray without ceasing, pray,

your captain gives the word,

His summons cheerfully obey

and call upon the Lord;

To God your every want

in instant prayer display,

Pray always; pray and never faint;

pray, without ceasing, pray!

Reflection

In fellowship alone,

to God with faith draw near;

Approach His courts, besiege His throne
with all the powers of prayer:

Go to His temple, go,

nor from His altar move;

Let every house His worship know,

and every heart His love.

Pour out your souls to God,

and bow them with your knees,

And spread your hearts and hands abroad,
and pray for Zion’s peace;

Your guides and brethren bear

for ever on your mind;

Extend the arms of mighty prayer,

And grasp all humankind.

In our gospel reading - Luke 18:1-8, we encounter a powerful parable from our Lord Jesus
designed to teach us about the necessity of persistent prayer. This passage illustrates the
relentless spirit of a widow approaching an unjust judge, emphasising the contrast between the
unwillingness of the judge and the steadfastness of the widow. Jesus uses this story to reveal
deep truths about our relationship with God and the nature of prayer.

The parable opens with Jesus stating the purpose: to show His disciples that they should always

pray and not give up (Luke 18:1). This introduction sets the tone for all that follows and highlights
the importance of persistence not just in prayer, but also in our faith. The widow's plight serves as
an example of what it looks like to earnestly seek justice, a theme that resonates in our own lives

as we face injustice and hardship.

The widow, living in a town governed by a judge who neither feared God nor respected man,
represents the marginalised and the oppressed—those who often feel powerless in their
circumstances. Her request for justice against her adversary demonstrates her vulnerability and
desperation. Her relentless appeals to the judge signify more than just a plea for fairness; they
illustrate her unwavering resolve and faith in the possibility of justice, even when the odds are

stacked against her.

The judge’s indifference is palpable; he represents a worldly authority that is often unresponsive
and unjust. He initially refuses to grant her request, showing no fear of God and little concern for
public opinion. Yet, despite his heartless demeanour, the widow continues to approach him day
after day, her determination never wavering in the face of refusal. This persistence ultimately
wears down the judge's resistance. He concedes not out of compassion or respect, but to rid

himself of the nuisance she has become.

Jesus then draws our attention to an important contrast. If an unjust judge can be persuaded to act
on behalf of someone he does not care about simply because of persistent appeals, how much
more will our just and loving God respond to those He passionately cares for? This is the crux of
the parable; God, who is just, will bring justice for His chosen ones who cry out to Him day and
night (Luke 18:7). Our God is not indifferent; He is deeply involved in our struggles and sorrows,
and He invites us to come to Him in prayer without ceasing.



Also, a crucial point of the parable is the stark contrast between the judge and God. Jesus argues
from the lesser to the greater: if a corrupt, uncaring judge can be moved to act by persistence,
how much more will a loving and just God respond to the cries of His chosen people?

* The judge is unrighteous and unjust; God is righteous and just.

* The judge is motivated by selfishness; God is motivated by love and compassion for His children.
* The judge grants the request begrudgingly; God is eager to bring about justice for His people.
This contrast is meant to bolster the faith of the disciples, assuring them of God’s willingness to
hear and act on their prayers.

The promise of justice from God comes quickly, but Jesus leaves us with a poignant question:
"When the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8). This challenges us to
reflect on our own faith. Will we continue to pray and persevere even when faced with trials that
test our resolve? God’s assurance of justice is met with a challenge—it requires our faith to
believe in His nature and promises.

Thus, this parable serves not just as an encouragement to the followers of Christ but as a call to
cultivate a life of prayer marked by tenacity and trust. As we encounter our own adversities, let us
be inspired by the widow's relentless spirit to approach God fearlessly with our needs, confident
that He will act according to His righteousness. Let us not lose heart, but instead, may we be
emboldened to pray continuously, believing in the goodness of our God who hears us and longs to
deliver justice swiftly.

Hymn: STF 519 — Father, | place into your hands

Father, | place into Your hands Father, we love to seek Your face,
The things | cannot do, We love to hear Your voice.
Father, | place into Your hands Father, we love to sing Your praise
The times that I've been through. And in Your name rejoice.

Father, | place into Your hands Father, we love to walk with You
The way that | should go, And in your presence rest,

For | know | always can trust You. For we know we always can trust You.
Father, | place into Your hands Father, | want to be with you

My friends and family. And do the things You do.

Father, | place into Your hands Father, | want to speak the words
The things that trouble me. That you are speaking too.

Father, | place into Your hands Father, | want to love the ones
The person | would be, That you will draw to you,

For | know | always can trust You. For | know that | am one with you.

Prayers: Intercession & the Lord’s prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with our supplications.

We lift up our needs and the needs of those around us.

Provide for the weary, heal the sick, and comfort the broken-hearted.
Strengthen the weak, restore the lost, and bring peace to those in turmoil.
Where does our help come from?

Our help comes from the Lord.

As the guns and sirens of the Middle East are quieter, we remember those caught up in that
conflict. We remember those in Gaza who have returned to their homes to find nothing but
wreckage and destruction.



We remember those who mourn the death of loved ones, and those who have been subject to
imprisonment and cruel handling. We remember all the pain and anguish that thousands of people
have and will continue to feel. And as the ceasefire continues, we seek your peace for the future.
Where does our help come from?

Our help comes from the Lord.

Merciful father, bless our families, our churches, and our communities.

Grant wisdom to our leaders, that they may govern with justice and righteousness.
Protect those who are persecuted for their faith and give them courage to stand firm.
Draw the lost to Yourself, that they may know the saving power of Jesus Christ.
Where does our help come from?

Our help comes from the Lord.

Help us to walk in obedience, to love as You love, and to serve as You served.
Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may be a light in this dark world.

May Your will be done in our lives, on earth as it is in heaven. Amen!

Now conclude with the Lord’s prayer...

Hymn: STF 548 — Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Angels descending, bring from above
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
This is my story ...
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Saviour all the day Perfect submission, all is at rest,
long. I in my Savior am happy and blest;
This is my story, this is my song, Watching and waiting, looking above,
Praising my Saviour all the day Filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
long. This is my story ...
Blessing:

Almighty heavenly Father, you are always faithful to us.
Help us to stay connected to you

through our prayers and reading of your Scriptures.
Help us, O Lord, to set aside times in our busy lives

to devote ourselves fully to you.

May the blessing of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, be among us now and always, Amen!



