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We use the words of Psalm 67 as our call to worship:
Psalm 67 - The Nations Called to Praise God
(To the leader: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song.)
May God be gracious to us and bless us Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
and make his face to shine upon us, for you judge the peoples with equity
Selah and guide the nations upon earth.
Selah
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God;
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
let all the peoples praise you. The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

We pause to pray:
God of bountiful and gracious blessings, may your face shine upon us in this moment. As we pause,
intentional in our worship in this moment, may we be more aware of your presence. AMEN

And the words of this hymn, to the tune “Thaxted” help is in our call to praise God:

O God, show us Your mercy, O let the peoples praise You;
and bless us in Your grace; yes, all the peoples praise!

O cause to shine upon us Let nations now be joyful,

the brightness of Your face, their song of thanks now raise,
so that Your way most holy for You will judge the people
o'er all the earth be known, in truth and righteousness,

and unto every people and by Your gracious guidance
Your saving grace be shown. all peoples shall be blest.

O let the peoples praise You;
yes, all the peoples praise!

O come, sing forth His glory
and fame through endless days;
the earth shall give her produce;
the Lord His land shall bless,
the ends of earth shall fear Him
and shall His name confess.



Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22-25 (NRSVA)
And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never
be shut by day—and there will be no night there.

Reflection:

The book of Revelation is a law unto itself. As a young preacher | was told to give it a wide berth for a
number of years. In my arrogance that probably pointed me further towards it, and | will undoubtedly
have preached sermons that didn’t do it justice because | didn’t understand the nuances. The older,
wiser and humbler I've become, the more space I've given it. In fact | probably give it more space
than most preachers because | tend to favour preaching from the Old Testament rather than the New
Testament! Yet here | am reflecting on the passage we'’ve just read!

Before | get into what | think God might be saying to me, and perhaps to you, in this moment through
this passage, | need to explain something about myself which in turn explains my process when it
comes to reading the suggested lectionary passages and choosing one for an act of worship.

My memory is awful. Especially when it comes to what I've read or watched. That’s not always a bad
thing though. It means | can engage with a film or story that has twists and turns and unexpected
things and enjoy it, and then | can revisit it again and enjoy it equally because I've forgotten which
character did it in the whodunnit! And even if there are times when things begin to come back to me, |
can look at it with fresh eyes and begin to notice the bits | missed, in order to paint a better picture.

I've definitely read this Revelation passage before. And I’'m almost certain it's one of the ones |
naively preached as a teenager. But | am confident | didn’t see then what | saw this time round!

That opening verse, verse 10, says “And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.” John, whose vision is
described in the book of Revelation, is transported to a place that offers perspective. It allows him to
zoom out from where he has been in the rest of his vision to get a sense of the bigger picture. He's
described the angels and the lamb, the letters and seals and lamp stands. He's seen the riders, and
the beast, the famine and the feast, the throne and the King. He’s been blinded by the light and sung
the song of the heavenly host. He’s been afraid, and confused, and excited. He’s been in the
presence of Jesus and sat his feet. But the Spirit takes him to a high mountain to see what is going
on from further afield.

He sees that it isn’t just the throne room, but it is the entire city that shines with the radiance of God.
He paints a picture of beauty and brilliance, or priceless elegance, of grandeur and glory. This was a
city of every opulence from foundation to walls and gates, from streets to ramparts. The streets are
literally paved with gold - the city of dreams... It's U2’s “City of Blinding Lights”... It's the “Heaven”
that art is full of yet never manages to do justice to. It's a written description that I'm sure doesn’t do
justice to what John is experiencing.



But | realised that John isn’t the only one who was taken out to a high mountain to see a magnificent
kingdom. Something similar happened to both Moses and Jesus.

In Deuteronomy 34:1-4 Moses is led by God up Mount Nebo and from there he sees the promised
land. Kingdoms that he knows are full of fruit and promise, offering the blessings of the God who has
led them there. God had said to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob “I will give it to your descendants” and
Moses was now seeing it with his own eyes. It was right there. Within reach after such a long journey.
And yet he was never to make it. Such Kingdoms weren’t for him.

It tells us earlier in Deuteronomy (32:51-52) that Moses wouldn’t make it because he “broke faith with
God.” He's accused of slipping in his leadership and trusting himself and what has worked before
rather than trusting God. But | wonder if there’s something more about the grace of God going on. |
wonder if Moses reaching the “Promised Land” would have been a bit of an anti-climax?

Moses had seen God. He'd dwelt in the light of his presence. He'd been blinded by the light and know
about the perfection that God and God’s presence offered. As he’d led the Israelites and composed
the law he understood what it meant to live in the light of God’s kingdom rule. And compared to that
even a land flowing with milk and honey has to be an anti-climax!

And Jesus wasn’t convinced by a tempting offer that ultimately paled in comparison to the Kingdom of
God. In Matthew 4:8-9 it says of Jesus as he was in the wilderness: “Then the devil took him off
again, this time to a very high mountain. There he showed him all the magnificent kingdoms of the
world. “I'll give the whole lot to you,” he said, “if you will fall down and worship me.”

We have another instance of seemingly magnificent and attractive kingdoms being seen and
promised, being offered but not actually being claimed by the viewer. This time Jesus is the one who
rejects the offer. He’s not swayed by the power or the beauty. He’s not interested in what he can see.

He’s fully aware of God’s Kingdom. He embodies the presence of God into the world. Jesus rejected
the kingdoms on offer and, like Moses, sought to be faithful to the heart of God and bring the law to
life. The kingdoms of earth weren’t the prize because there was something more and something
better. He looks at the kingdoms of the world and challenges the imbalances and injustices, longing
to see the Kingdom of God recognised in Israel and beyond.

Just as Moses face shone with the glory of God to those he met when he came down the mountain,
so Jesus shines God’s light into the world. And it’s that same light that John sees in this Kingdom, this
Holy City that is coming out of the heavens. It is a light that outstrips the kingdoms of earth. It’'s
incomparable! Moses only managed to sow seeds of what the kingdom of God should be. Jesus
made it a lived reality for some and set things in motion for eternal transformation for all. And John
saw that there is still more to come. Butt John didn’t enter that Kingdom there and then.

John, like Moses and Jesus, lived out their knowledge of having seen God, of knowing God’s
Kingdom, and seeking to transform the world they knew. God’s Kingdom isn’t something that we see
from afar and aspire to one day (though we can absolutely see it coming!). Instead it's about being
part of building it in the here and now. It's about restoring this earth and continuing Jesus’ work. It’s
about continuing to build on those priceless foundations of a gospel of love and hope and joy and
peace and paving streets of the purest gold. It's about making sure that the gates remain open to life
and love and the presence of Jesus. It's about making sure that the light of God is not just limited to
one time and place but that it infiltrates and radiates from every corner of the Kingdom.



| think ultimately what I'm reminded of on this visit to this passage is that nothing compares to what
we find when we understand the heart of God. The promised land and kingdoms of humankind pale
in comparison to the Kingdom of God. And when we’ve glimpsed it, we should be using that to
transform where we are, playing our part in the Kingdom of God now in preparation for the fullness of
the Kingdom of God that is yet to come.

And that’'s why we join in the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 67, at the blessings of God in
transforming our world, and with the angels earlier in John’s Revelation: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they have their being.”

Hymn StF 185
These words help us declare the glory of the King whose Kingdom we long to see:

Sing we the King who is coming to reign;

glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain! Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin;
Life and salvation his empire shall bring, doubt shall not darken his witness within;
joy to the nations when Jesus is King: hell has no terrors, and death has no sting;
love is victorious when Jesus is King:
Come let us sing: praise to our King, Come let us sing ...
Jesus our King, Jesus our King:
this is our song, who to Jesus belong: Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray;
glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day
when this new song your creation shall sing;
All shall be well in his kingdom of peace; Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King:
freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase; Come let us sing ...

justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring;
wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King:
Come let us sing ...

A moment of confession. Let’s pray:

God we praise you for your heart and your Kingdom that shows us the light of your love. May we see
and recognise it more and more each day.

We’'re sorry for the times when we are swayed by the things we see around us and the kingdoms of
earth, that we get distracted from worshipping you and living in the light of your promise and
salvation. We confess our failings to fully trust you and to be part of bringing your Kingdom to the
world around us.

We claim the forgiveness you offer through Jesus that restores us to life and recommissions us to be
your light in the world around us. May we not only rest in the promise of a future presence with you
but recommit ourselves to living and loving your Kingdom into a real lived experience in our world
today.

Send your Spirit to give us confidence in our forgiveness and conviction in our calling to serve you.

AMEN



We pray for the coming of the Kingdom, recognising that it is both here in the potential of the church
and Christ’s disciples, and yet is not yet fully here in the suffering of so many.

Because this service is written out of the context of time (I’'m writing it well before you read it, and you
reading it might be at a different time to others!) | can’t predict what is going on in the world, your life,
or in the life of the church beyond the broad-stroke knowledge that there will be glimpses of the
Kingdom of God in our midst, and there will be a greater awareness of where the Kingdom of God
doesn’t seem to be present, through abuse of power, sickness, mourning, injustice and a lack of
mercy.

And so | offer these questions to guide your own prayers:

1.

Where have you noticed the good things of God this week?
Pause and celebrate those things with God.

Where in your own life do you hope to see more of God’s peace, hope, joy and love?
Pause and commit those things to God.

Where in the life of your communities (friends, family, neighbours, church, street, town) do you
notice the need for more of God’s peace, hope, joy and love?
Pause and commit those things to God.

Where in our wider world (the news, creation, politics) might transformation happen if it was in
line with God’s kingdom?
Pause and pray that God’s Kingdom comes.

How might you begin to answer those prayers by your life?
Pause and ask for God’s Spirit to help you.

And we call in God’s kingdom with the words used by others around us, and through the
years:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

AMEN



Hymn - StF 110 draws our thoughts together

In the wonder of creation,

when all nature shares one song,
showing God's imagination,

all may see his love goes on.
Through the Holy Story spoken,

of God's people called as one,
gathered, exiled, saved and broken,
this we learn: his love goes on.

In the Christ who died to save us;

in God's risen, living Son;

through the Spirit, whom he gave us;
this we know: his love goes on.

In the telling of the gospel

Matthew, Mark and Luke and John
join the Church in testifying

through the years: his love goes on.

And so:

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
that his way may be known upon earth,
his saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

AMEN

From the perfect days of gladness
when the sun has brightly shone,
to the slog of working madness,
all the while his love goes on.
Through the times of harsh temptation,
seeking strength but finding none,
in our human desperation,
mercy comes: his love goes on.

In the joys of celebration,
of new birth or victory won,
in the deep peace of salvation,
tell the world his love goes on!
Through the dark days of depression,
when all sign of faith is gone,
hope may find no fresh expression,
but we trust his love goes on.

Through the hopes of our tomorrows,
and the things we've left undone --
future joys and present sorrows --
through all time, his love goes on.

In our Kingdom-shaped endeavour,
when God's glorious work is done,

to the promise of forever,

God is here: his love goes on.



