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Opening Prayers
Most merciful God,
Who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
Delivered and saved the world:
Grant that by faith in Him who suffered on the cross
May we triumph in the power of His victory?
Through Jesus Christ your son our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit one God now and forever. Amen

Hymn: 443 in Singing the Faith: Come let us sing of a wonderful love

Come,; let us sing of a wonderful love, tender and true:
Out of the heart of the Father above, streaming to me and to you:
Wonderful love dwells in the heart of the Father above.

Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell, joyfully came:
Came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell sharing their sorrow and pain:
Seeking the lost, saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

Jesus is seeking the wanders yet; why do they roam?
Love only waits to forgive and forget; home weary wanderer home!
Wonderful love dwells in heart of the Father above.

Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love, come and abide,
Lifting my life, till it rises above envy and falsehood and pride;
Seeking to be lowly and humble, a learner of thee.

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving

Living Lord,
Who became a vulnerable human being and lived an earthly life, who experienced those which we all
experience, of joy and sadness, love and rejection, hope and disappointment.
We worship and adore you.
Healing Lord,

Who brought sight to the blind and gave steps to the lame, who offered comfort to the sorrowful and
strength to the weak, who spoke words of hope to the hopeless and who became The Way to those
who had lost their way.

We worship and adore you.

Dying Lord,
Who suffered and died, was beaten and tortured, who went silently and willingly to the cross, who
asked His Father’s forgiveness for those who had hung Him there.

We worship and adore you.



Risen Lord,
During this Easter Season we celebrate the joyful news that Jesus is alive. We celebrate the amazing
love of God, shown in the giving of His son for all humanity. We celebrate the fact that death has
been overcome and new life is a gift of all who believe.

We worship and adore you.

Living, loving, risen Lord,

We worship and adore you. AMEN

Reading: Gospel of John 13:31-35 (Good News Bible)

After Judas had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man’s glory is revealed; now God’s glory is revealed
through Him. And if God’s glory is revealed though Him, then God will reveal the glory of the Son of
Man in Himself, and He will do so at once. My children, | shall not be with you very much longer. You
will look for me; but I will tell you what | told the Jewish authorities, “You cannot go where | am going.’

And now | give you a new commandment: love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.”

Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 (Good News Bible)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth disappeared and the
sea had vanished. And | saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared and ready, like a bride dressed and ready to meet her husband. | heard a loud voice
speaking from the throne: “Now God’s home is with mankind! He will live with them, and they shall
be His people. God Himself will be with them, and He will be their God. He will wipe away all tears
from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have
disappeared.”

Then the One who sits on the throne said, “And now | will make all things new!” He also said to me,
“Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.” And He said, “It is done! | am the first
and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone who is thirsty | will give the right to drink from the
spring of the water of life.”

Sermon

Introduction:

So, the time had come. Judas had gone out. The tension had gone; any doubts that remained had
gone. It was as though the going out of Judas had signalled that the glory had come — and that glory
was the glory of the Cross. From that time on the Cross was a certainty.

The greatest glory in life is the glory which comes from sacrifice. In warfare the supreme glory
belongs not to those who survive but to those who laid down their lives. As Laurence Binyon wrote:

“They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.”

Jesus knew that He was going to His death. He needed to give instruction to His followers. He said
again that they were to love one another — but this time He gave a caveat, He said that they were to
love as He had loved them. Here Jesus gave His farewell commandment to His disciples; if they
were ever to hear His voice they must hear it now; He knew that He was going away on a journey and
they would not be able to follow Him.

So, time was short. He said that they were to love one another as He had loved them. How had
Jesus loved them?



1. Jesus loved His disciples forgivingly. Their leader, Peter, was to deny Him. They were all to
forsake Him in His hour of greatest need. They never really understood Him. They were blind
and insensitive, slow to learn and lacking in understanding. In the end they were all craven
cowards.

But Jesus held nothing against them; there was no failure which He could not forgive. The love
which has not learned to forgive cannot do anything else but to shrivel and to die.

For that very reason, all enduring love must be built on forgiveness; for without forgiveness it is
bound to shrivel and die.

There is a story about John Wesley when he was sailing to America, and he witnessed the
keelhauling of a member of the crew. This was a particularly cruel form of punishment as it
meant being tied to a rope, thrown overboard and drawn under the vessel and out the other
side. There was always the possibility that you might drown. The captain said to Wesley as
they watched, “You see Mr Wesley | never forgive.”

It was not for Wesley to question the captain’s power of command but he could and did
guestion the statement. He replied, “Then sir, | hope you never sin!”

So, forgiveness means nothing unless we recognise that we are all sinners and in need of
forgiveness.

2. Jesus loved His disciples selflessly. Even in the noblest human love there remains some
element of self. We so often think — sometimes unconsciously — if we love, what will | get out of
it. So often we are thinking: What will love do for me? So often it is our happiness that we are
seeking.

But Jesus never thought of Himself. His one desire was to give Himself and all He had for
those he loved.

3. Jesus loved His disciples sacrificially. There was no limit to what His love would give or
where it would go. No demand that could be made upon it was too much.
If love meant the Cross, then Jesus would go there. Sometimes we make the mistake of
thinking that love is meant to give us happiness. So, in the end it does, but love may well bring
pain and the demand of the cross.

4. Jesus loved His disciples understandingly. He knew His disciples through and through. We
never know people until we have lived with them. When we are meeting them only
occasionally, we see them at their best. It is when we live with them we see their moods and
their irritabilities and their weaknesses. Jesus had lived with His disciple’s day in and day out
for three years and knew all there was to know about them — and He still loved them.
Sometimes we say that love is blind. That is not so, for love that is blind can end in nothing but
bleak and utter disillusionment.

Real love is open-eyed. It loves, not what we imagine a man or woman to be, but what he or
she really is. The heart of Jesus is big enough to love as we really are.

So, what does difference Jesus make? If we love forgivingly, selflessly, sacrificially and
understandingly, what difference can we expect to make. In His book ‘The Miracle of the River
Kwai’ Ernest Gordon tell the story of prisoners of war building a bridge. They were over
worked, often starving, exhausted and ill. The need to survive made them put themselves first
and they failed to see each other’s needs.

Then two men, Dusty and Dinty began helping others. They put themselves out to care for and
respect others.

A new spirit began to spread through the camp, until the place was transformed, as were its
inhabitants. When questioned about their actions, Dusty read from 1John 4:21 “The



commandment we have from Him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and
sister also.” Dusty was a Methodist and Dinty was A Roman Catholic but both of them served
the Master.

The lives of the men had been Hell. Then Jesus came and what a difference that made.

Hymn: 242 in Singing the Faith: A new commandment | give unto you
A new commandment | give unto you:
That you love one another as | have loved you,
That you love one another as | have loved you.
By this the world shall know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.
By this the world shall know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.
(Repeat this verse)

Prayers of Confession:
We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
The hatred which divides nation form nation, race from race, class from class,
Father, forgive
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,
Father, forgive
The greed which exploits the work of Human hands and lays waste the earth,
Father, forgive
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
Father, forgive
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,
Father, forgive
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
Father, forgive
The pride which leads trust in ourselves and not in God,
We ask that you will help us to be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgives us. Amen

Prayers of Intercession:
God of Grace,
Whose love embraces us; enable us to reach out to others so that through us, your love may be

(in the quiet we pray for all those known to us who are in need, through sickness, pain and fear,
or those who struggle to make ends meet)

God of Justice,
Free us from the confines of culture, that we may be the voice of the voiceless, oppressed and

(in the quiet we pray for those who are caught up in  violence — Gaza, Israel, Ukraine and Russia,
Afghanistan, Yemen, Sudan etc. We pray for the hungry and those living with drought. We bring
to God all those who have lost their homes in Los Angeles and those injured)

God of Hope,

Strengthen those who search for purpose in life: whose life lacks quality: for those who have
lost their way
....... (in the quiet we pray for those known to us who have lost their way)



God of Time and Space,

Hasten your Kingdom of justice, peace and love in the world and all people........

.(in the quiet we pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God and ask that His will may be done on
earth as in heaven)

Loving Lord,

We know you and see you in the face of Jesus:

So come to us in friendship, and walk with us along the way.

When that pathway is rocky and uphill, strengthen us.

In all circumstances, give us eyes and ears that are open to others, so that we may be for them
instruments of your purpose, sharing faith, encouragement and love. AMEN

Hymn: 249 in Singing the Faith: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love
(Chorus) Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
Show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.

Kneels at the feet of His friends, silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them.
(Chorus)

Neighbours are rich folk and poor, neighbours are black folk and white;
Neighbours are nearby and far away.
(Chorus)

These are the ones we should serve; these are the ones we should love.
All these are neighbours to us and you.
(Chorus)

Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet;
This is the way we should live with you.

Final Prayers
As we remember those who were part of the Easter story, we relate them to our own lives.
Loving God, we remember Judas, who betrayed the one he loved:

Forgive us Lord when we act out of ill-judged motives.

We remember Peter, who out of fear, denied his Lord:
Forgive us Lord when we deny our faith for fear of what others might
think.

We remember the women who went to the tomb at daybreak, carrying oils and  spices for anointing:
Forgive us Lord, when we lose hope in the future.

We remember the disciples, who struggled to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead:
Forgive us Lord when we fail to realise that doubts and struggles are
part of our faith journey.

The stories of Easter are part of the greatest story ever told:
Forgive us Lord when we do not live as Easter people.

Jesus died that we might be forgiven. We hear again the words of grace — our sins are forgiven.
In the name of our risen Lord: AMEN



