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Luke 1:68-79

68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

In the above passage, the song of Zechariah, he is thankful to God for his blessings, for forgiving
his unbelief, and for fulfilling his promises. He knows that his son John is a forerunner to the
Messiah, be believes all God’s promises.

Hymn Long Ago Prophets Knew
Long ago, prophets knew

Christ would come, born a Jew.
Come to make all things new;

Bear his People's burden,

Freely love and pardon.

Mary, hail! Though afraid
She believed, she obeyed.
In her womb God is laid;
Till the time expected
Nurtured and protected
Ring bells ring ...

Ring bells ring, ring, ring!

Sing choirs sing, sing, sing
When he comes, when he comes,
Who will make him welcome?

God in time, God in man,
This is God's timeless plan:
He will come, as a man,
Born himself of woman,
God divinely human.

Ring bells ring ...

Journey ends! Where afar
Bethlem shines, like a star,
Stable door stands ajar.
Unborn Son of Mary,
Saviour, do not tarry!

Ring bells ring ...

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
Jesus comes!

Jesus comes!

We will make him welcome!



First Reflection

Have you ever noticed how much singing there is in the Gospel of Luke? In Luke 1, beginning at
verse 46 Mary sings praises to God, for the honour she has received in being the highly favoured

lady who will give birth to the son of God. Then at verse 67 Zechariah speaks a prophecy, but it is
in the form of a song — often called a canticle — which is a hymn or a chant.

Zechariah has been silent since he met the angel, his questioning caused him to become mute.
But, on seeing his son and understanding that what he had been told was true, he confirms the
name of the boy is to be John, and then he’s able to speak again. And so he sings praises, his
song is one of joy — not just at the birth of his baby boy, but at the truth he heard from God. He
recognizes that what the prophets have proclaimed in the past is coming true, God is sending a
redeemer, a mighty saviour. He sees the truth in the old prophecies — God would never forget
them, he will protect them from the enemy nations. He also sees that his new born son John will
be a key player in this new dawn. Zechariah sees that John will go before this redeemer, saviour,
messiah, John will prepare the way. This Messiah will bring peace, freedom, salvation and
Zechariah is thrilled that God is doing all this with his very own son.

It's good that he was able to have proof though, isn’t it. We rarely get proof in such a tangible
visible form, but still we know that God works in our lives. It would be good if God spoke to us and
gave us a timescale, so that in, say, 9 months we would know whether we were on the right path
or not. Zechariah got his voice back when he acknowledged the boy’s name was John, and he
rejoiced — rejoiced at the gift he had been given, and at the many gifts God had showered on the
land of Israel. He sang his song to recount the gladness in his heart, to remind those who could
hear him of the gifts from God, the appreciation they should give back to God for those gifts. One
of those gifts, was of course Christ. At this point in the story, Mary does not know she’s pregnant
yet, and Elizabeth and Zechariah don’t know the true value of their son John, but we have that
information now. We know that John prepared the way, he told people what was about to happen,
who was about to come and how they should prepare for the Messiah — Mary’s son. Of course,
we don’t hear anymore of Elizabeth and Zechariah, we can’t imagine what happened to them
except that they knew their son was special, and that his cousin was too, but they had no way to
know of the huge impact these two babies would have when they grew into manhood.

So although Zechariah didn’t know what was going to happen next, he still praised God, he still
sang of his joy and responded to God in thanksgiving because he knew that God had all this in
hand, God’s word was good, his promises can be relied upon, because he can he trusted. Over
advent, I'd invite you to think what you might like to sing praises to God about, what blessings
would you like to shout about, what gifts would you like to tell everyone that God has blessed you
with?

Prayers of Adoration, Confession and Thanksgiving

As streets are thronged with shoppers,

Bright lights and tempting offers

Christmas songs and children’s laughter

You lead us along a different path, to a desert river and a prophetic voice.

A call to repentance

A call to service

A call to immerse ourselves in living waters that will never run dry.

A call to prepare a way in our own lives for the saviour of the world top enter in.
To know your touch of tender mercy and rest in your forgiving love.

For your faithful prophets and your living Word, we bring this offering of praise.



Confession

You challenge us, this Advent time, this season of anticipation to put our pride aside, and
understand our need for repentance, forgiveness, and mercy.

Less of self, more of you.

You challenge us this advent time,
In preparation for a pilgrimage to the stable and beyond
Purify our hearts and thoughts of angels and the incarnate God.

Thank you God, for your patience,

with a rebellious people loving you one moment forgetting you the next.

Thank you for your endless love, which does not give up but wants the best for us despite our
faults.

Thank you for your promise to all who believe and put their trust in you, of everlasting life.

In this advent season may the Baptist’s call resound in hearts and minds, drawing many to your
living water

Where they might find forgiveness and knowledge of your grace.

Amen.

Luke 3:1-6
The Proclamation of John the Baptist
3In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’

Hymn - O come, O come Immanuel
O come, O come, Immanuel,

and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel

shall come to you, O Israel

O come, O come, O Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times did give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe
Rejoice! Rejoice! ...

O come, O rod of Jesse free
your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save,



and give them victory o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! ...

O come, O Key of David, come

and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high
and close the path to misery
Rejoice! Rejoice! ...

O come O day-spring come and cheer
Our spirits by your advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! ...

Reflection

Now, the boy that caused his father Zechariah to sing praises to God in our first reading, is now a
man, fully grown and telling everyone to repent, to prepare for the coming of the Lord. That
someone better than he is coming. | wonder what people thought this all meant, prepare a way for
the Lord, how do we do that? He talks of repentance and forgiveness and recites a prophesy of
Isaiah, of valleys being filled and mountains made low. He’s warning them that now is the time for
change, now — because soon it might be too late. His final sentence is that all flesh will have
salvation, and we all want that don’t we? Here is John, a prophet quoting another famous prophet,
shouting and crying to them about baptism and forgiveness.

And some people believed him and did as he instructed. In fact a lot of people did, he baptized
many people, including Jesus himself. And as he’d promised, another followed him, one better
than him, who healed and taught and performed miracles - he even raised people from the dead.

It seemed as though this was it - this was the promised Messiah, here he came to rid them of the
oppressors. But then, Jesus dies.

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul tells the Philippians of his joy at their faith. Philippians 1:3-6
says this - ‘3 | thank my God every time | remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one
of my prayers for all of you, Sbecause of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. |
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ.’

Paul is praising them for their steadfastness, their resilience. Imagine where we would be if those
first believers had not remained faithful? We would not have any writings, the people would have
just melted away, back to their previous beliefs, and Christianity never would have existed.

We know about Jesus because of their resolve, their anticipation and their belief. In verse 5 Paul
says ‘because of your sharing’. Because they continued to talk of Jesus, to share their faith, to
share their excitement. We talked last week about the anticipation that they must have felt, about
their disappointment when he didn’t return, and yet they continued on. And so, 2000 years later,
we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we still prepare, but do we appreciate God’s gift of Jesus as
much as they must have done, to remain so steadfast? What gets in the way of our appreciating
God’s gift of Jesus? The clutter of our lives, materialistic things, we clutter our lives with what
would be called idols in days gone by — material things — the things we buy, the food we eat.

We have the latest phones, cars with steering wheel heaters, it could be easy to forget about the
real gift we have been given, of salvation through Jesus Christ.



We put lights up, we put trees in our houses and leave the curtains open, trying to let the street
see what we have done, shops have Christmas decorations, special displays to try and get our
attention, and that’s exactly what John was trying to do. He was trying to get people to take notice
of him — give me your attention and | can tell you how and why you should repent! Be baptized
and ask for forgiveness because the Lord is coming. When did you last do that? When did you
last tell someone about the gift of Jesus from God, or the forgiveness and salvation we receive?
Have a think, if the future of Christianity was reliant on us telling people — how long would it last?
In the days of John the Baptist and St Paul, the people were eager to hear when their lives would
change, when they would be saved, and | think it's no different today. People are eager for
something more, but today people don’t look towards the church, they think they don’t need God in
their lives. So it’s up to us to show them. John the Baptist was on a mission to make people
listen, to shout at them about God and this amazing thing that would happen. But John the Baptist
isn’t here anymore, we don’t have St Paul’s letters landing on the doorstep and being read out in
the market square. All we have now — is us. Unfortunately, we have a difficult job to be prophets,
because people don’t want to hear our message. However we have a duty to share our
anticipation, to tell people why we come here, why we do what we do. We're all excited aren’t we,
looking forward to Christmas, preparing and shopping, looking forward — so let’s talk about the
other things we’re excited about, about our faith, our hope in Christ, our salvation from him. We
don’t have to eat locusts and honey like John the Baptist did, but we can still shout about our
excitement — doesn’t everyone deserve to know about the unconditional love of God? We have it
— let’s share it.

Amen.

Hymn - Sing we the King who is coming to reign

Sing we the King who is coming to reign, All shall be well in his Kingdom of peace,
Glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain, Freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase,
Life and salvation his empire shall bring Justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring
Joy to the nations when Jesus is King. Wrong shall be ended when Jesus is king.

Come let us sing: ...

Come let us sing: Praise to our King, Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin,
Jesus our King, Jesus our King Doubt shall not darken his witness within,
This is our song, who to Jesus belong: Hell hath no terrors, and death hath no sting;
Glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King Love is victorious when Jesus is King.

Come let us sing: ...

Kingdom of Christ, for thy coming we pray,
Hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day
When this new song thy creation shall sing,
Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King.
Come let us sing: ...

Prayers of Intercession

Lord our God,

We pray today for your world, your creation which you loaned to us. We ask your wisdom to fall
on those who make decisions, those who can make a real difference to climate change, and
extinctions, that we will all be better stewards of this, your great creation.

We continue to pray for the immigration situation, we see people desperately trying to reach safer
shores, show us the way to help them Lord our God, give us compassion so that we can help
them, guide all the leaders here and in Europe to work together, to save lives and to help.



Send down your love on the places where there is no clean water, where the people are starving
through war or draught, or flooding. Bring your compassion Lord to the countries where people
are not free, where children and women are unable to be educated, where religions are forced on
people, or not allowed at all for fear of persecution. Lord, bring tolerance and love to every nation.

We pray for those who are ill, or grieving, or finding life hard at the moment. In a moment of
silence we bring to you, our God - all those who especially need prayers at the moment. We pray
for those who need you the most, and those who think they need you the least.

We ask all these prayers in and through your son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our trespasses,
hallowed be thy Name, as we forgive those

thy kingdom come, who trespass against us.

thy will be done, And lead us not into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.

Give us this day our daily bread. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn - There’s a Light Upon the Mountains

There's a light upon the mountains, and the day is at the spring,

When our eyes shall see the beauty and the glory of the King;

Weary was our heart with waiting, and the night-watch seemed so long;
But his triumph-day is breaking, and we hail it with a song.

There's a hush of expectation, and a quiet in the air;

And the breath of God is moving in the fervent breath of prayer:
For the suffering, dying Jesus is the Christ upon the throne,
And the travail of our spirit is the travail of his own.

He is breaking down the barriers, he is casting up the way;

He is calling for his angels to build up the gates of day:

But his angels here are human, not the shining hosts above;
For the drum-beats of his army are the heart-beats of our love.

Hark! We hear a distant music, and it comes with fuller swell;
'Tis the triumph-song of Jesus, of our King, Immanuel:

Zion, go ye forth to meet him; and, my soul, be swift to bring
All thy finest and thy noblest for the triumph of our King!

Blessing

Come Lord Jesus,

Be with us, as we wait, to celebrate your birth, to give thanks for you being in our lives.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

The Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,

Now and evermore.

Amen.

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord, In the name of Christ,
Amen.



