Written Service Sunday November 30th

) . Nottingham North East
Service of worship for use at home Meathadist Ciretil
Prepared by Jane Edwards ethodist Circuit

H

WWW . NNEMETHODIST.ORG.UK

Advent Sunday Charity number 1134226

Are you God’s Gift?

Welcome to Advent!

I’'m Jane Edwards, one of the local preachers who usually worships at Sherwood, and together
we’re celebrating this first Sunday of Advent 2025. Wherever and whenever you’re using this
material be aware that you’re sharing together with others who are also worshipping at different
times and in differentlocations across Nottingham North East Circuit. The prayers and liturgy that
I’'m sharing in this service are based on those published by the Methodist Church of Great Britain
for this year, so we’re also sharing with Christians up and down the country.

Adventis an important time in our Christian calendar, where we anticipate Christ coming, not just
as a baby in a manger, but as a King returning in glory to His Kingdom.

Hymn - StF 169 Come thou long-expected Jesus

We start our worship together in song with a traditional hymn written by Charles Wesley.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, Born thy people to deliver,

Born to set thy people free, Born a child and yet a king,
From our fears and sins release us, Born to reign in us for ever,

Let us find ourrestin thee. Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
Israel's strength and consolation, By thine own eternal Spirit

Hope of all the earth thou art, Rule in all our hearts alone;
Dear desire of every nation, By thine all-sufficient merit

Joy of every longing heart. Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Charles Wesley (1707-1735

Prayers
Gift-giving God,
may Advent be for us a time of giving and receiving

Lord God of this Advent season, of every season, every day, minute and second, give us, we pray,
the qift of peace in this season of Advent. Bring peace to the world, but also bring peace within
each of us.

Gift-giving God,
may Advent be for us a time of giving and receiving

Lord God, we give ourselves afresh to you as we step into Advent. Let us iron the crumples and
the creases from our lives so that we may be the best gift that we can be.

Gift-giving God,
may Advent be for us a time of giving and receiving



May we start today and not wait to become, and to be, the person/people you want us to be, so
that we can give the best that we can of you and ourselves, to those around us.

Gift-giving God,
may Advent be for us a time of giving and receiving

Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Our Fatherin heaven Forgive us our sins
Hallowed be your Name, As we forgive those who sin againstus
Your kingdom come Save us from the time of trial
Your will be done And deliver us from evil
On earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are
Give us today our daily bread yours

Now and forever

Amen

Are you ready?
Consider for a moment, would you rather

- Go out for a meal or eat at home?
- Get up early or go to bed late?

- See afilm orread the book?

- Play a sport or watch it?

- Wear red or blue?

Every day we make choices. Some may not matter very much, but lots do. Over time even the
smallest decisions can make a big difference to our lives. If every day we chose to eat nothing but
cakes and biscuits that would eventually have an impacton our health, and probably our waistline!

The Bible tells us that Jesus died, was raised back to life, ascended into heaven, and one day he
will appear again. When he returns, he will appear as the glorious King, and everyone will see that
God’s Kingdom is established in its full majesty. In the passage we’ll read from the gospel of
Matthew, Jesus explains that we have a choice about how to live our lives in the meantime; we
can choose to live in preparation for his return, or we can choose to not think about it. The good
news is that even if we have made bad choices in the past we can start today. There’'s a Chinese
proverb that says “The besttime to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is today".
While you may have missed past opportunities, it's never too late to make the right choices.

So as you read the passage from scripture consider “What would | do differently today if | knew
that Jesus would be coming back tomorrow?”

Reading - Matthew 24 v 36 - 44 (NRSVA)

36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but
only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing aboutwhatwould happen
until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding
with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming,



he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Song - StF 176 Like a candle flame

Like a candle flame, Stars and angels sing,
flickering small in our darkness. yet the earth sleeps in shadows;
Uncreated light can this tiny spark set a world on fire?
shines through infant eyes. Yet his light shall shine from our lives,
Spirit blazing, as we touch the flame of his
God is with us, alleluia. holy fire.
God is with us, alleluia.
Come to save us, alleluia. God is with us, alleluia.
Come to save us. God is with us, alleluia.
Alleluia! Come to save us, alleluia.
Come to save us.
Alleluia!

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)

Reflection

When | was little, my brother had a favourite bookmark. It said, “Be alert — the world needs as
many lerts as it can get!” That, in a light-hearted way, is the message of today’s passage from
Matthew — though without the joke. How alert are we? And why does the Bible say it matters?

This passage is challenging. It has been interpreted in different ways over the centuries and has
been used to support a variety of beliefs. As modern readers, we don’t fully grasp everything
Jesusis talking about. Buthe is clear aboutthis: the Son of Man will return in glory to establish his
kingdom, and no one knows when thatwill be. When it happens, it will divide families, colleagues,
and communities — and the passage doesn’teven make it clear whetherbeing taken or left behind
is the better outcome. In the meantime, Jesus tells the disciples to stay awake, stay alert, and be
ready.

But staying alertisn’t easy, is it? Years ago, when | worked in a public building, a large red sign
announced that we were in a state of high alert and that staff should remain vigilant. It stayed up
for six months, and by the end most people walked straight past it without noticing. We all become
complacent eventually. That's why passages like this one are so important: they call us back, they
remind us again and again to pay attention.

So what does Jesus mean when he tells us to stay alert? Thankfully, | don’t think he means that
we must literally stay awake or live in a constant state of anxiety. A church full of exhausted,
worried people wouldn’t be a very loving or forgiving place — and we wouldn’t get much done!

Instead, | think Jesus calls his followers to live with a sense of expectation: to make good choices,
and to reflect the values he showed us — love, compassion, faith, and hope.

In this Advent season, we can choose to live lovingly by giving our time and attention to others.
We can choose to live faithfully, trusting in God and his purposes. We can choose to live hopefully,
taking strength from the promise that Christ will come again and God’s Kingdom will be revealed.
When we live in this way, and share it with others, we become part of God’s gift to the world in
Advent.

Of course, it's not always easy. For my birthday, | was given a new watch — a fancy electronic one
that counts my steps. We're told that adults should aim for 10,000 steps a day, and that's what |
try to do. Some days | manage it; some days | really don’t. But the thing | love about the watch is



that every morning the target resets. | get to start again, no matter what happened the day before.
If | made poor choices yesterday, | can choose differently today.

There are plenty of times when | make poor choices in life. | don’t always live a loving,
compassionate, faithful, or hopeful life. | take people for granted. | can be selfish or discouraged. |
can hurt others and myself. But each day brings the chance to reset — to acknowledge what has
gone wrong and to try again. For me, that is the heart of the message on this first Sunday of

Advent.

So today | invite you to join me in a moment of reflection. Take a pause, and think about what

you’ll be doing tomorrow morning.

Will you be on your own, or with others?

Where will you be?

How might you see Christin that ordinary moment?

What would it look like to be ready for his presence there?
And what choices can you make to live as someone who is waiting for his return?

Amen.

Hymn — StF 181 Of the Father’s love begotten
Let's sing one of the great advent hymns.

Of the Father's love begotten

ere the worlds began to be,

he is Alpha and Omega,

he the source, the ending he,

of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.

By his word was all created;

he commanded, it was done;

earth and sky and boundless ocean,
universe of three in one;

all that sees the moon's soft radiance,
all that breathes beneath the sun,
evermore and evermore.

This is he whom seers in old time
chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected;
let creation praise its Lord,
evermore and evermore.

O you heights of heaven, adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;

all dominions, bow before him,

and extol our God and King;

let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert sing,
evermore and evermore!

Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-c.413)

translated by John Mason Neale (1811-1866)

Prayers for others (based on Psalm 122) taken from the Roots interdenominational resources

God of the mountain tops and of the valleys,

hear our prayer today.

We pray for peace in our world,
and peace for your people

in all our diversity, in every situation across the globe.

We pray that the day will soon come
when there will be no more war,
when weapons of destruction



are made into tools for construction,
and that instead of barren and charred land,
we will see fruitfulness and lush ground.

May all nations of the world come to see you
as their God and king.

Where darkness reigns,

we ask that dawn will break the blackened sky
and imbue it with glorious light.

Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Amen.

Hymn - StF 185 Sing we the king
Our final hymn is a great celebration, as we look forward to Christ’s return.

Sing we the King who is coming to reign;

glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain! Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin;
Life and salvation his empire shall bring, doubt shall not darken his witness within;
joy to the nations when Jesus is King: hell has no terrors, and death has no sting;
love is victorious when Jesus is King:
Come let us sing: praise to our King, Come let us sing ...
Jesus our King, Jesus our King:
this is our song, who to Jesus belong: Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray;
glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day
when this new song your creation shall sing;
All shall be well in his kingdom of peace; Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King:
freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase; Come let us sing ...
justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring;
wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King: Charles Silvester Horne (1865-1914)

Come let us sing ...

Blessing

God, you have welcomed us into your presence today.
May you keep us awake to your presence this week.
Amen.



