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Christ the King Sunday

Service for Women against Violence Sunday

On the Sunday before Advent we are reminded of the nature of the one who is to come. We
call him 'king' but his kingdom is very different from what people expect. The Gospel passage
(John 18: 33-37) reminds us that God's kingdom is not one of power through violence (the
model of kingship in Jesus' time); rather, God's kingdom is one where truth, life, and right
relationships are valued. Elsewhere in the Gospels we discover more about the nature of
God's kingdom. Elsewhere in John's Gospel we learn that Christ the King has friends, not
servants, and in this way he subverts the notion of status.

Call to Worship

Come to God Who in Christ welcomes all;
Bring to God All you are and long to be;
Entrust to God Your burdens, hopes and fears.

Let us worship God and sing a hymn
of his never ending love for us all.

Hymn: Love Divine

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;

All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation;

Enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit,
Into every troubled breast!

Let us all in Thee inherit;

Let us find that promised rest.

Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith, as its Beginning,

Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return and never,

Never more Thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation;

Pure and spotless let us be.

Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,

‘Til in heaven we take our place,

"Til we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Opening Prayer

We worship you, the God of love: You hold
the world in tender embrace,

You feel the hurt and sorrow we bear, You
comfort the wounded heart.

We thank you that in Jesus Christ You held
women in high esteem,

You understood their secret heartaches,
You inspired their love and trust.

We praise you, the Spirit of truth:

You uncover the lies and distortions,

You name the violence in our hearts,

You seek to transform the pain.

O God, we ask that you will reveal the
persistent wrong in our lives,

The reality we choose to ignore; The abuse
we tolerate of other people.



Change our heart and our lives, we pray,
that your image may grow in us and in
those we love. Amen.

All: We believe that power should not be
used against one another.

that women and men should live in safety,
that no-one should harm another person;
that women and men should know the
constancy of love,

that no-one should blow hot and cold in
relationships

that women and men should feel secure,
content,

that no-one should have violence used
against them,;

that women and men should feel free to
speak out,

that no-one should constrain or deny the
truth;

that women and men should grow towards
wholeness,

that no-one should restrict another one's
growth;

We believe that a change of behaviour is
right

In the name of Christ, Amen.

We sing of the human and divine Jesus in
the words of our next hymn

Hymn: Meekness and Majesty
Meekness and majesty,
Manhood and Deity,

In perfect harmony,

The Man who is God.

Lord of eternity

Dwells in humanity,

Kneels in humility

And washes our feet.

O what a mystery,
Meekness and majesty.
Bow down and worship
For this is your God,
This is your God.

Father's pure radiance,
Perfect in innocence,

Yet learns obedience

To death on a cross.
Suffering to give us life,
Conquering through sacrifice,
And as they crucify

Prays: 'Father forgive.'

O what a mystery...

Wisdom unsearchable,

God the invisible,

Love indestructible

In frailty appears.

Lord of infinity,

Stooping so tenderly,

Lifts our humanity

To the heights of His throne.
O what a mystery...

Graham Kendrick
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Today’s Readings

Daniel 7:9-10 and 13-14
9“As | looked,
“thrones were set in place,

and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow;

the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,

and its wheels were all ablaze.
10 A river of fire was flowing,

coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;

ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him.
The court was seated,

and the books were opened.
13“In my vision at night | looked, and there
before me was one like a son of
man,@ coming with the clouds of
heaven. He approached the Ancient of
Days and was led into his presence. * He
was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all nations and peoples of every
language worshiped him. His dominion is


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21947a

an everlasting dominion that will not pass
away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed.

John 18: 33-37

33 Pilate then went back inside the

palace, summoned Jesus and asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

34“ls that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or
did others talk to you about me?”

35“Am | a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own
people and chief priests handed you over
to me. What is it you have done?”

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this
world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jewish

leaders. But now my kingdom is from
another place.”

37*You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king.
In fact, the reason | was born and came
into the world is to testify to the

truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens
to me.”

Message

There is a story about the king of one of the
monarchies in Europe. One Sunday, on a
trip through his kingdom, he decided to
attend worship at a small country church.
He was all by himself. He sat down quietly
and began to pray. Suddenly, a woman
came in and interrupted him. She claimed
that he was occupying her seat and told
him to move somewhere else. So, he
quietly moved to another pew without
saying a word and sat down again. At the
end of the worship service the minister
announced the presence of the king and
asked him to say a few words. That woman
must have felt really embarrassed — not
because she did not recognize the king, but
because of the way she had treated him.
This is the same question we as Christians
face today. First of all, do we see ourselves
as part of a kingdom? And if so, who is our
King? And then, how do we treat our king?

We hear today of Jesus being our king.
What does it really mean for us to name
Jesus as King?

The image of Jesus as King is an image
that is hard for us to get hold of. It is

an image that is hard to take seriously. It s,
| believe for most of us, a fantasy image.
An image that belongs to stories that begin
with the words “Once upon a time, in a land
far far away...” Apart from Queen
Elizabeth, many of us may not know of any
other Kings and Queens except perhaps
those in history books.

In our Gospel story today, Pilate asks
Jesus if he is the king of the Jews. Pilate
only knew one kind of king. A king to him
was one with power and authority. Pilate
served the most powerful king in the world,
Caesar. Caesar as king had servants and
subjects that would bow to his every whim.
A king would normally have an army that
would go into battle.

To Pilate, Jesus certainly did not look like a
king. This bruised and beaten

man that stood before him, in his eyes,
could not seriously be recognised as a
King.

But Jesus says to him; “My kingdom is not
from this world.” | imagine that would really
have Pilate thinking and maybe even
worried.

We find so much in this world we live in, the
one we are meant to look after and have
care for is full of corruption, greed and so
much more, and it'’s our children who are
telling us how to change it.

In the kingdom that Jesus is talking about,
power is different. It is about serving others,
loving others, forgiving others, healing
others, giving to others, and finally
sacrificing his life for others.

His power is the power of truth, the power
of faith, the power of hope, the power of
love — the power of life itself. It certainly
isn’t the power that everyone expected.



On this last Sunday of the church year, we
celebrate Jesus as our King. We proclaim
that the one who is the alpha and omega, is
also the one who weeps at the tomb of his
friend Lazarus. He is the one who defies
the earthly kings of his day and the one
who welcomes all people. This is so
appropriate as this day has been given a
special service to recognise how it should
be in an acknowledgment of a Sunday
called Women against Violence Sunday. |
for one had not heard of this before and
gladly welcome a special day like Christ the
King Sunday to say “ haven’t we forgotten
why Jesus came and the way he wanted us
to live?”

On this day, we proclaim his kingdom
where the first shall be last and the last
shall be first. On this day, we speak of
power in weakness, strength in loss, and
life in giving it away. On this day, we
recognise that Jesus is the one who offers
us life through God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Contrary to what people might
think we find that true power belongs to
God.

On this day we give witness to our trust that
God’s power has been offered on behalf of
the powerless and the vulnerable.

So let us start right now to follow in God’s
way as He presents a new kingdom, right
here — right now, where all people will be
as one.

Today let us claim Christ as King The
Servant King, now and forevermore. Amen.

Hymn: From heaven you came
From heaven you came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled
Not to be served but to serve

And give Your life that we might live

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King

There in the garden of tears

My heavy load He chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn

‘Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said
This is our God...

Come see His hands and His feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

This is our God...

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone Him
Each other's needs to prefer
For it is Christ we're serving
This is our God...
Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Graham Kendrick
The Servant King lyrics © Thank You Music
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Meditation - Prayer of Confession and
Intercession

You will need

a candle in front of a cross or a drawn
cross on paper will be sufficient; a stone;
guiet music to play in the background until
the stones have been laid down (see below
for music suggestions) If you don’t have
these then please just read through the
words

Let us come to God in prayer, for ourselves
and others.

Take hold of your stone in the palm of your
hand.

This is you - your life - complete with good
and bad things.

Facing you are the positive facets of life:
those things you're happy for others to see
and know.

Facing down, out of sight, are the negative
things: experiences, realities you hide
away.

Pause


https://www.musixmatch.com/

Find a rough part of the stone - See or feel
the pain etched in your life, The
characteristics you'd rather not have, The
way of life you know is wrong.

Pause

Trace the outline of your stone until you
discover a sharp point or cutting edge.
Recognize the hurt you cause others And
the harm you do to the image of Christ in
them.

Pause

In the quiet, let God reveal the conflict and
sorrows in your heart.

Silence

When you are ready, bring your stone to
the cross and there lay it down, asking
God's forgiveness for all that mars the
image of Christ in yourself And in those
closest to you.

Lay down your stone

O God, who revealed in your son that your
kingdom is not from this world, take from us
the addictions, power, violence which so
grievously wounds you and our loved ones.
Stop us from acting carelessly and
callously, transform us with your love, we
pray. Amen.

In God we hope and trust; We look to God
to save us and heal us from all who try to
harm us.

As we pray for all those who suffer at the
hands of others, let us light a candle in
solidarity with people everywhere who are
abused in body, mind or spirit.

Light the candle

O God, who shows us in Jesus Christ how
your kingdom will come in love and justice
and peace, be present to those of our
community and those who are our friends,
colleagues or neighbours who are suffering
at the hands of a loved one or have to
witness the suffering caused.

May they know your supportive presence
with them. Give them the strength to share

their pain and enable the rest of us to hear
and believe, that together we may act to
change how things are so that no-one need
live in fear and humiliation. We pray that
your liberating kingdom will come in truth
and hope and love. Amen.

Hymn: Sing we the King

Sing we the King who is coming to reign
Glory to Jesus the Lamb that was slain!
Life and salvation his empire shall bring,
Joy to the nations when Jesus is King.

Come let us sing: praise to our King:
Jesus our King, Jesus our King.

This is our song; who to Jesus belong:
Glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King.

All shall be well in his kingdom of peace;
Freedom shall flourish and wisdom
increase;

Justice and truth from his sceptre shall
spring;

Wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King.
Come let us sing...

Souls shall be saved from the burden of
sin;

Doubt shall not darken his witness within;
Hell has no terrors, and death has no sting;
Love is victorious when Jesus is King:
Come let us sing...

Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we
pray;

Hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day
When this new song our creation shall sing;
Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King:
Come let us sing...



Blessing

Let us spread the hope for Christ's kingdom
to come. May all we meet this coming
week, see the Light of Christ in us.

Our closing words are from a Hymn by
Bernadette Farrell call Longing for Light.

Many the gift, many the people

Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another
Making Your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in Your church gathered today.
AMEN.

Possible background music for the
meditation

Try the following CDs with music by
Margaret Rizza (all available from Kevin
Mayhew Ltd.)

Icons - instrumental music, Fire of Love -
tracks 1, 7, 12 have meditative singing

River of Peace - tracks 4 & 6 have
meditative singing Fountain of Life - track 2
- quiet song for use when no spoken words

Awakening in Love - track 3 - quiet song for
use when no spoken words

or you may have your own suitable music.



